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SERMON 


Lord - Mayor, &c. 


Inthe firſt Chapter of the Prophecy 
of Tſaiah,the former part of the 5th Verſe. 


Why ſhould ye be ſlricken any more? 


Ye will Revolt more and more. 


HIS Prophecy begins with the 

| Burden of Judah and Jeruſalem, 

in the days of King Uzziah ; and 

the Condition of the People at that time, 
was this. 

In the Reign of Joaſh, the Iaſt King 
ſave one, the People of Judah, not- 
withſtanding the great Proſperity with 
which God Almigaty had Bleſſed *em, 
Reyolted, and turn'd back from the Ser- 


vice of God to their Old Sins. 
B This 


A Sermon Preached 


This Foaſh had been wonderfully pre- 
ſerved out of thar fatal time of Deſtru- 
Ction, in which the whole Royal Family 
had like to have been exrtingutſhd, the 
Ligat of Judah almoſt quite blown our, 
by the tempeſtuous Cruces of Athaliah : 
And the remembrance of that Deliverance 
had wrought fo upon the King and People, 
that for a while they -betook themſelves to 
Acts of Picty and Devotion ; The Houſe 
of the Lord was repaired, and the Church- 
Service reſtored to Decency and Order ; 
for thoſe Sacnikegious Times had alicna- 
ecd the Holy Things; ſo you find, 2 Chron. 
24- 7. They had broken up the Houſe of God, 
and alſo all the dedicate Things of the Houſe 
of the Lord did they befiow upon Baalim. 

* But after the Reſtoration, when Peace 
and Proſperity had produced Luxury and 
Wantonneſs, the Princes, and the great 
Men, Ver. 17. followed their own Lufſts, 
and flatter'd the King into a liking of 
their way of living ; So the King and all 
the Peoplein general, Revolted from God, 
and return'd to their former Sins, not- 
withſtanding all that the Prophets and 
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Preachers: could do ; For: when Wrath 
came upon Fudah and Feruſelem for their 
 Treſpaſles, God Almighty ſent Prophets to 
*em, to. bring them again unto the Lord, and 
they teflified againſt them, but they would not 
give Ear, Ver. 1g. 

Therefore God Almighty deals with 'em 
by Judgments, to {ee jt chat will Reclaim 
*<m. They were once Spoil'd by che Sy- 
rians, and aftcrwards by the Iſraelites, and 
humbled, one would think, very ſeverely , 
bur all this would hot ſoften *em, their 
Hearts were hardned, and Judgments could 
work no more upon *cm than  Mercics 
had done. 

The Prophets therefore ſeem ro be 
at a ſtand! What will the Denouncing 
of Judgments {ignific, when the very Exe- 
cution of *cm hath had, no good Effect ? 
Thus we find the Prophet Hoſea, ſpeaking 
as from God, about this time, to both the 
Nations of Jzdah and Iſrael, chap. 6. v. 4- 
0 Epbraim, What ſhall I do unto thee ? 
O Judah , What ſhall I do unto thee ? 
For your goodneſs is as a morning cloud,and. as 
the early dew it goeth away. They had had 

| B-2 Warn- 
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Warnings and Threatnings cnough by all 
the Prophets of thoſe days ; thus we find 
the Prophet Amos in his 2d Chapter, For 
three tranſgreſſions of Judah, and for- four, 1 
will not turn away the puniſhment thereof, but 
I will ſend a fire upon Judah, and it ſball 
devour the Palaces of Jeruſalem. 

But after all the Denunciations and -Exc- 
cutions of God's Anger there was ſtill no 
Amendment : The Prophet Iſaiah therefore 
here in the beginning of his Prophecy, ha- 
ving call'd Heaven and Earth to wines, 
concerning God Almighty's dealing with 
*m, Hear 0 Heavens, and give Ear 0 Earth'; 
and having Exprobrated their Sins and their 
Backflidings; inſtead of Denouncing any 
more Judgments, he Expoſtulatcs the Cafe 
with *em, as if they were paſt all the ordi- 
nary diſciplining of Providence. Why ſhould 
ye be flricken any more ? To what purpoſe 
would it be if God Almighty viſit ye with 
any of thoſe Diſpenſations of his Anger, 
which he never makes uſe of. but in order 
co Reclaim, and youalas! ſeem to be paſt all 
Reclaiming ? Let him do what he pleafeth, 
and repeat never-ſo many Judgments upon 
you, 
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you,” you will ſtill be a-ſinful' Nation, Gr: 
Te will Revolt more and more. 

So that the wordsof my Text ſeem to in- 
fer this Propoſition. 

That the Nation or On who, when God 
Almighty, by manifeſt and fufficient Signs and 
Tokens of his Anger hath viſited *em fidquent- 
ly with Calamities and Judgments, will not Re- 
pent, but go on ftill in their Wickedneſs,are not 
to expet any other Overtures till an utter Ruin 
and final Deſtruftion comes upon *ems. 


And this Propoſition, which needs no 
other Illuſtratzon but the Words of my 
Text, nor any other Proof but the Reaſon- 
ablcneſs of the Thing, I ſhall betake my (elf 
forthwithto apply to this preſent Occaſion. 


. \ We are met here.together this Day to 
Rememorate a very-remarkable inſtance of 
God's Diſpleaſure againſt this ſinful Nation, 
exerciſed upon this moſt ſinful City, as the 
Head or Chict-Member of our great Body 
Pohrick. | | 
And fuch a Rememoration is perha 

much more ſeaſonable now at this lon & 


ſtance of time, than it was formerly w = 
t 
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the impreſſion of it was more recent and 
freſh uponour Minds ;- becauſe through the 
long-ſuftering and forbearance of God,thar 
which was doubtlcſs deligned for a Judg- 
ment, or at leaſt warning to flec from a 
greater Vengeance, hath now changed its 
Aſpect,and put on the appearance of Mer- 
cy,whulſt we bchold our City to have Riſen 
outof its Aſhes in greater Bcauty and Splen- 
dor-than eycr ; ſo that we can fcarce be- 
lieve that to have been a Judgment, which . 
hath conduced ſo much to a preſent ſhow 
of Proſperity. 

" But as thoſe among us, who were for- * 
rowful Spectators of - chat diſmal Confla- 
gration, we that ſaw'the Terrours of the 
Lord, fet in Array againſt us, cannot but 
call ro Mind the manifeſt appearance of the 
furiouſneſs of God's Anger then poured 
out upon us. | 

So they who now ſcriouſly conſider the 
outward Grandeur and-Fclicity we at pre- 
ſent eryoy, and at the ſame time the great 
unworthinefs in which wecnzoy'itall,cannot 
bur be as much afraid of the conſequents of 
all this long-ſuffering and forbcarance,as we 
haye becn apprehenſive of former Chaſtiſe- 


ments. I 
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I have 'not met -with many Periods.of 
ume in; Hiſtory, in which this Nation, and 
particularly this City hath-becn fo long tree 
from a publick Viſitation. EithcrPlagucs,or 
Famines; or Invaſions, or Fires, or Civil 
Wars, or Pcrſecutions, did for many. Ages 
cogcther Diſcipline art ſhorter diſtances of 
eime this Revolung and Back-ſliding People. 
Innumerable Methods hath Divine Provi- 
dence made uſe of to Reclaim us, wll ac laſt 
the whole Quiver of Temporary Venge- 
ance ſecm'd to be ſhook outaronce upon us. 

After a long devouring Civil War, here 
happencd a moſt confuming Plague, a ter- 
nible foreign War, and a diſmal Conflagra- 
tion, to fall our all within a fmall compaſs 
of time one of anothere 

And if we ſcriouſly reflect withall; that 
having rcturn'd back agam.to- our Sins and. 
Impictics, in as heinous a manner as cyer, 
the Rod of Vengeance hath of hte years 
been ſhook over our Heads, and by means 
of a dangerous War abroad, and of Dul- 
fentions and Diſtractions at home, fome- 
what hike thoſe which were rhe fore-runners 
of the utter Deftruftion of Jeraſalom, we 


have 
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have ſeem'd a whule to be-ncara final Oycr- 
throw ; yet now atlaſt all theſe Clouds be- 
gin as-4t were.to: blow over, and upon the 
proſpett of a comfortable Peace, and re- 
turning Plenty, and-the cicatriſingof thoſe 
Wounds which Parties and Diſtinctions had 
made ;- we ſeem, without Repentance,to be 
reſtored to Heaven's favour z Who, I ſay, 
cannot but be afraid that the Expoſtulation 
of the Prophet Iſaiah is at this time appli- 
cable to us! Why ſboald. you be ſtricken any 
more? 'Te will Revolt more and more. Why 
ſhould God Almighty: be at the Expence of 
more . Judgments to Reform you-? Why 
ſhould ye be Probed and. .Scarified and 
'Caureris'd any more ? Since the whole head 
is {ch and the whele heart faint. From the 
ver. 5, 6: ſole of the foot even unto the head, there is no 
ſoundneſs in it, but wounds and bruiſes, ;and 
putrifying ſores. | 
We miſtake generally (I am afraid) the 
Nature and Ends of occaſional and tempo- 
-rary Judgments: They many times carry 
-more of Tcnderneſs and Compaſſionalong 
- with *em, than they. do of the deepeſt Dil- 
- pleaſure or Reſentments. . 
| Go 


2 - 
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- God Almighty is not at-the height of His 
Anger, His 1gnation 1s not then hotteſt 
when he puniſhes Men {ſo with National Ca- 
lamitics, as to give 'em time and opportunity 
afterwards of Amendment: He ſuftereth noc 
at ſuch a time His whole i. ti t0/ ariſe, 
bur He ſeems to have ſome hoepesof a Pco- 
ple, whilſt He is uſing Mcans and Remedies , 
tho? never ſo ſeycre, for their Recovery : 

But when 'He lays aſide: all ſuch 
Means, when He lets *ems\ſertle upon their 
Lees, when He ſeems to give *em ovyer to 
do what they will, to fill up the meaſure of 
cheir Iniquity, and to work all manner of 
Unrightcouſneſs withoutReſtrait ; then they 
are in a fearful and deſperate Caſe; thenhave 
they cauſe to wiſb for Judgments, and to 
call-upon the Rocks and Hills of Calamity 
20 fall upon 'em, and to hide 'em from a 
greater Wrath to come. 

And God grantthat this be not the preſent 
Caſe of this ſinful People; who, after a long 
forbearance, are now cntring upon a New 
Scene of Worldly Proſperity ; who have 
been ſo long without any fad cfte&s of God's 
Wrath, that we can bur juſt call *em'to Re- 
membrance. 2: 46 ' Bur 
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Bur the remembrance of former Judg- 
ments inflicted upon us, then when we leſs 
expected them than we haye cauſe now to 
do, may be ſtill, 1 hope, of uſe to- the a- 
mendment of our Lives, and the prevent- 
ing of a final DeſtruQtion which may orher- 
wiſe fall on us: Nor would there be any 
need of freſh Judgments 1t former © ones 
were fo remembrcd as to bring us now at 
tength to that Repentance for which they 
feem'd to have been deſigned. 

And in the Firſt Place, ' If Chaſtifements 

or Judgments will or can work any :good 
effe&t-upon us, Why ſbeuld we be flricken any 
more ? Thoſe which we have ſeen with our 
Eyes, or heard with our Fars, are great 
and many enough, to be a warning to us. 
We know the Cauſes ' that brought *em: ; 
And the Hand that: inflited *em; And the 
Terrours that accompanied *em. 

Every one that knows. any thing, that 
allows there is any fuch thing as Know- 
ledge, wilt caftily confeſs that Sin 1s the 
cauſe of all Evil. 

The Words of the Prophet Jeremiah to 


Jeruſalem, may be applied to this People, 
my Chap. 


"4 
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Chap. 4-- Ver. 18. Thy way and thy goings 
have procured theſe things unto thee, this is thy 
wickedneſs, becauſe it is bitter, becauſe it reaches 
znto thine heart. 

And-as the Cauſc of *em is plain, ſo is the 
Hand from which thoſe Judgmencs came. 

It hath been curiouſly enquir'd, and ſome- 
times controverted, . by what Inſtruments 
or what Accidents this great Conflagration 
came to be ſo tacal ;; I would we had been 
half fo buſic in finding out by what Sins ic 
came to be inflicted. 
. But as 'to the former Enquiry , the 
Diſcovery is ſoon. made, I can tell ye 
of a certain Truth, That the Deftroy- 
ing Angel was moſt concerned in ut, 
He had the greatcſt Hand in it, that hath a 
Hand in all the National Calamitics in the 
World, the Plagues, the Earthquakes, che 
Famines, the Wars, by what Accidents do 
all theſe things come to paſs, Who are we 
to look unto for theſe and ſuch like AMi- 
Ctions ?. Are we yet to learn ? Why 7s there 
any evil in the City, the evil of Puniſhmenc 
chat is to ſay, and the Lord hath not done 
it, that mighty God. whoſe Eycs are open 

G3 upon 
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upon. all- the -ways of the Sons of Men; 
To give every one according to his ways and. 
according to the fruit of his doings. | 

Nor 1s it any harder to call to Mind the: 
Terrours that former Judgments. that of. 
this day particularly brought along with'em: 

There 15 none here preſent of . us- that 
were Eye-witneffes, and then of any years 
of Diſcretion, but have ſome diſmal Im- 
preflions ſtill ſeaFd upon - our Minds if we 
will turn to *em : And they who were at 
the greateſt diſtance then, may calily' trace 
our at. this day, the ftupendous Circumfe- 
rence of thoſe Ruins. Sa. they. who know 
the Hiſtory, and fee the footiteps | of that 
Judgment, may make the ſame uſe of. it, if 
they pleaſe, ro the amendment: of. their 
Lives, as if God Almighty. for their Sakes. 
ſhould repeat it again. 

And. as for the City's being Rebuilt in 
ſuch Pomp and; Magnificence as crcates. 
Wonder and Amazement_ in - all: that paſs 
through it : This ought on the one fide to. 
excite our Obedience to. God upon the 
Article of Gratitude; for- his Power:alone: 
has been as Viſible in the Rebuilding, as his 
his Anger was 1n Deſtroying 1t. And 


——_— 
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And onthe other ſide; to excite our Cau- 
tion and Fear, leſt that which” is now 
more valuable to us than heretofore, ſhould 
ever again by our Provyocations, fall un- 
der arr ons Sree 

Therefore, Why' fbould' we be flricher 
any more ? Why ſhould we provoke AL- 
- mighrineſs to extend its (elf farther, fince 
rerutns of Judgment, and. returns of Mer- 
cy, have been as fuffticient Memento's of 
brmging us back to our Duty, as any: 
Nation or People ever had ? 

Surely, If ever the Judgments of God? 
have been: viſible upon. a City before its: 
utter Deſolation, this Day brings to our 
Remembrance a very great One upon us :: 
And there is I think a greater Uſe which 
may be made of it now, than' could haye 
been immediately after it; for then, it 
following a - mighty Plague, and coming: 
along with a cruel War, we lay under 
the Diſcouragement of not knowing whe- 
ther it was net in order to a final. Exci- 
fion, we knew not whether the door of 


Mercy was not alrogether ſhut upon us::' 
Bur. 
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Burt now we ſee, That temporal Chaſtiſc- 
ments arc Mercies, or at leaſt renders of 
Mercy , though not made uſe of bur in 
great Extremutics , when Men will nor 
be otherwiſe perſuaded, but by the 
Zerrours of the Lord, for he doth not afflift 
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men. 

And all the diſtance of time between 
one Judgment and another, the render of 
Mercy continnes, ' and ought ro be the 
more efficacious upon our Minds ; in- 
ſomuch, that the forbearance and long- 
ſuffering of God to us-ward, is like to be 
of a ſhorter continuance, by how much 
it hath had hitherto no very good effect 
UPON Us. 

Wherever there is Sin, there muſt be 
Repcntance, or Puniſhment following ; 
and if the uſe of temporal Puniſhmcne is 
ro prevent eternal, Why may we not as 
well take warning by | im he already 


paſt, as by thoſe ro come ? Why not much 
better, fince we know that they were ſent 
to Reclaim, and we don't know bur others 
may be ſent to Deſtroy us. 


VVe 
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We may flatter our felves, That. when 
a Judgment is turn'd into. a ſeeming 
Mercy, the -Oftended Party 1s: then Re- 
conciled, That God hath then repented him 
of 'the ewil, and all as well again... But let 
us not. decciyc. our ſ{clves; the moſt we 
can make of ſuch-a Difpenfation, without 
our Repentance, 1s, That God will vindi- 
cate his Juſtice when he comes to pour 
out the dregs.of his Wrath,. by ſuch a 
yaricty. of means farſt made uſe of, and 
fuch renders of Mercy in order to our 
Reformation. | 
Attcr that the Temple of Jeruſalem had 
becn deſtroy'd.ur was rebuilt again, and the 
Work carried on and improved for many 
Generations, -to the great ' admiration of 
all Beholders, as appcars. by the Remarks 
that were made to our. Sayzour ; and thus: 
Proſperity made *em put fo much Truſt 
in the. Temple of the Lord, the Temple of 
the Lord , neverrhelc(s, that ſccond Tem» 
ple was ſcarce quite finiſhed, when a fas 
nal Deſtruction and uttcr. Defolation camc: 
both upon the Temple and all the City, 
infomuch, 7hat ane ſrone was not left 
| upon 
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_ another that had not been (caſt 
own. | 

The long-ſufftering of God to uſward 
therefore ought to excite not only our 
Love but . our Fear of God , inſtead of 
making us .prcſumptuous and unmindful 
of his former Judgments. | 


For Secondly , .. If we _contmuc un- 
mindful of former Judgments inflicted on 
us, and the plain Reaſons for which they 
were inflicted ; if all that hath been 
done is ineffectual , Why ſhould we be 
ftericken any more ? Why ſhould we expect 
any other bur a-final Dulpenſation of God's 
Angcr ? 

We were in a dangerous Caſe, ſurc, 
when the tender-hearted Phyſitian came 
to ſuch Extrenuties , as:.to apply an 
actual Cautery upon fo noble and fo 
{nſible part of the Body. Politick ; and 
x that: hath dqne no good, but we grow 
wor and worte, what can be expected 
but a Cutting off 2 | 


Our 
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Our” Reformation began with Fires of 
Martyrdom , (let the Profelytes of that 
Perſccuting Church difown it if they can, 
with the ſame Confidence as they ſeck 
to Evade other Charges of that Na- 
ture.) 
And thoſe cruel Fires did indeed Re- 
form our Religion and Purific our Li- 
turgy ; bur neither they, nor any other 
Fires, have been able ro Reform our 
Lives, to Purific our Manners : We ſeem 
reſoly'd ro continue a wicked Pe5ple, as 
we are, and why then ſhould we be tried 
any more, till che great Conflagration of 
allthings, when the Almighty ſeal fit 45 a 
Refiner, to ſeparate the Silver from the Droſs. 

God's- Spirit will not always ftrive 
with Man. The whole World had but 
One hundred-and twenty years given *em 
to Repent m, before the Flood came 'and 
ſwept all away cxcepr Eight Perſons ; and ' 
carr our little corner of the World expe&t 
- a quarter of that time? 

That great and populous Ciry Nim- 
zeh had but forty days of trial given it; 
and may we not fay to this City, as the 

EAT. Pro- 
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Ch. 3. 8. Prophet Nahum ſaid to Niniveh 2 Art. thow: 


better than populous No, that was ſituate 
among the rivers, whoſe flrength- was infe- 
nite © Tet ſhe was carried away, ſbe went: 
into captivity, her young children alſo were: 
daſhed in pieces at the top of all the 


| ſtreets ; and they caſt lots for ber honqur- 


able men, and all her great men were bound: 
in chains. Had one of the old Prophets. 
been alive, he would perhaps haye gone 
farther, and ſaid, Art thou better than: 
Sodom and Gomorrah; 1s ty Pride, thy 
fullneſs of Bread, and the abundance of 
thy Idlenefs leſs than theirs > 


Naiah 1. 9. And, indeed, If the Lord” had not left. us 


@ remnant, we, as to. our City, ſhou{d have 
been as Sodom, and we ſhould: have been like 
unto Gomorrah. 

It was caſicr for us. at that time to. have. 
believed our Sins deſerved it, than it is. 
now ,. though our Sins, are not at. all 
kf; for then we were. humbled as far 
as We are capable of Humnuliation : Bur 
it 1s. not. the greatneſs of. the impreſſion: 
that Judgments make upen us. which is. 
tw, be. contider'd; but the durablencſs of 


—— 


before the Lord-M 2yor. 


—— 


=. 


it ; * may be ſaid of us as it was of the 
Zews, Chap. 28. ver. 18. Lord, in tronble 
have they viſited thee ; they poured out a 
oe when thy chaſtening was upon: them, 

t as ſoon as the hety trial was over, we 
appeared again reprobate ſilver. 

What are wethe bettef tor this Judgment? 
Hath i confumed any of the Fuel that feed 
our Lufſts ? Hatch the Burning of the Ci- 
ty leffened' our Heart-btiraings towards 
one another * Have its Flames overcome 
thoſe of Luſt and Wine? Are not our 
Tongues as much fet oh Fite of Hell as 
. ever 2 Don't the ſalphurous ſtench of 
Oaths' and* Curſes, and alt manner of 
Prophaniation, teak up to' Heaven full ? 
Is not Pride fprung' up out of Ruin; and 
don't we appear dreſ&'d up and garniſh'd 
for a New Sactifice ? Arid-if we ate ever 


ſtricken ariy more, *rwill be I fear with 


ſach 'a blow, as uſed to falt apon the 

head of the Vietim, *ewill be as an Ho- 

totauſt offered' up', ro Divine Juſtice. 

How cath we expe& otherwiſe, if after 

the ſevereſt manifeſtations of a Divine Pro. 

yidence we ſhut our Eyes, as if the —_ 
D 2 
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of Vengeance had blinded inſtead of en- 
lightned our Underſtandings ? 

Is it not juſt that God ſhould make bare 
his Arm, and reveal Himſelt in ſomething. 
worſe than hath yet betallen, if there are 
found divers among. us that will belieye - 
no other ſort of Revelation. 

Strange obſtinacy of Heart that this: 
Generation labours under ! One Buſh or 
Firxe reveald God Almighty tro Moſes , 
and yet all the Flames we have ſeen and. 
felt have made no impreſſhon upon us, 
unleſs it be that we ſeem more hardened: 
than ever. 

Unleſs it be that we 'are grown more 
preſumptuous, and continue in. Sin, that 
Mercy and Grace may abound. 

I appeal to any ſenſible and religious. 
Man, that is acquainted with, the World, 
and knows the Iniquity of the Times, 
whether the ordinary Converſation of. 
many Men doth not look, as if ſecing 
they have ſurvived ſo many Judgments, 
they had ftecF'd themſelves hke Pharaoh, 
againſt the apprehenſions of any more. 


But 
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ME, 


ZL 


But Oh! Let the preſumptuous Sinner 
take heed, God's Arm is. not ſhortned : 


— 


For all this his anger is not turn'd away, Cho. 4. 


but his arm is ſtretched out ſtill, They 
that are inſenſible of Temporal Judgments 
have reaſon to. look for one Eternal ; 
and then on the other fide, they, -who 
have no ſenſe of Eternity , ought the 
moſt of all Men to be . afraid of Tem- 
poral Calamities, becauſe their Portion 
of good. things 1s in this life ; and if 
any National Misfortune ſhould deprive 
them of their hopes in this World, they 
have nothing clſe to truſt to,. no future 
Comfort in- proſpect. 

It is. high. time therefore, that we ſe- 
riouſly reflect upon our Condition; and: 
though the Counſels of God are un- 
ſearchable, and we can never know the 
Methods of His Providencc till they are. 
Exhibited ; yet we may make. a. rational. 
Tudgment of our ſelves, Whether we 
appear in our Conſcicences. the proper 
Objects of God's Mercy, or His Anger. 


Andi 
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And though it is not cvery body's 
Talent to examine the Caſe in General, 
What as a Nation. or Pcople we may 
deſerve, yet every body can cxamine hitm- 
ſelf in Particalar ; and this being a Day 
of Solemn Hunuhation, it can't be bet- 
cer ſpent than in ſuch a Scrutimy ; or ra- 
ther kt every Maſter of a Fanuly, to 
whom the Care of his Houſhold is com- 
mitted, and cntrufted by God, fee how 
the Caſe ſtands with thoſe under his own 
Juriſdiction, and ler the Saperiour Magi- 
ſtrates, who have a greater Truſt, with 
ſo much the more Care and Watchfulnefs 
attend unto it. 

They are not the Sms of onr Fore- 
fathers, but our own, that come under 
our Conſideration ; let us not refume the 
Fewiſh Proverb, That rhe fathers have eaten 
ſowre grapes, and the childrens teeth are ſet 
on edpe ; We have caten and drank ſowre 
things enough our ſclyes, which have pur 
thar ſowreneſs in our Tempers, cſpecial- 
ly towards one another ; We have the 
crudities of our own Intemperance up- 
on us, and the root of Bitterneſs with. 
in 
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im our felycs. We have not derived. fo 
much Ry from the /aft Generation, 
as we arc like to-. tranſmit unto the 
26Xt. 

For we don't ſhow them that come after 
us any great example of amendment.. 
Let us. exanmune, Whether they are like to. 
be ſo as we are, or no 2 Whether our Sons: 
or Daughters are. more Virtuouſly Edu- 
cated than we were * Whether lefler Seeds. 
of Vice appcar in 'em * 

The young People of this-Ciry, (Iam: 
afraid.) promiſed much better in. former 
times than they do now ;. the firft ſprouts: 
of Sin had not half that impudent growths 
they have now a days.. 

Then perhaps there. was.a-better ſort off 
Diſciphne cxercifed.;. in thoſe umes- they: 
learnt their Maſters Crafts or Trades, and. 
not their Humours and Vices; and: when: 
they grew up, they made leſs failings both 
in- their Manners and their Repurartion.. 
They were Taughe then to /earn: and. 12: 
bour truly to get their own. Living , and? 
to do their Duty in that State of Life- 


unto which it pleas d' God. to. calle *em.. 
There. 
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There'were'not ſo many! Beardleſs Men, 
who think - themſelves wiſer and -betrer 
than their Maſters. They were better 
employ'd than to dreſs Fine, to diſguiſe 
their Profeſhon, to-manage Intreagues, to 
diſcourſe of. Politicks, ro be infolent in 
their Converſation, and all the reſt *of 
thoſe 'modern Accompliſhments which 
qualific *em ro be as uncapable of any 

way of hving, as'they are of that 
for which their Parents deſign *em. 

I would be more honourable for this 
Noble City, and more proſperous for the 
Nation, if eycry one would apply himſclf 
to his Vocation, and by treading in all 
the fair and cafic Paths of Hunulity, In- 
duſtry, Temperance, Chaſtity, Fidelity, 
and the like, endeavour to raiſe them- 
{elves to the ſeveral Degrees of Honour, 
and innocently . aſpire” to the Scarlet 
Robe. | 

Such a conduct of Lafe would be a ſup- 
port, if not a defence to *em in the moſt 
drfaſtrous times. 


Nor 
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Nor did the Judgment we now Reme- 
moratc much afte& the- younger ſort; bur 
at the rate they now live, we have cauſe 
£0 fear ſuch Calamities, in which they ſhall 
as much partake, as they do in the' Sins of 
the Nation. 

What can we expe when we come to 
conſider theſe things 2 We are big at pre- 
ſent with the Hopes of an honourable and 
ſecure Peace ; But have we made our 
Peace with God'? Arc we Reconciled to 
Him, who maketh Wars to Ceaſe in all the 
World 2 | 

Are we ſure that we are qualified for 
the Bleſſings of. Peace ? Arc. we as' much 
proof againſt the Temptations of Proſpe- 
rity, as we have been apprehenſive of the 
Contingencies of Adyerſity 2 In vain ſhall 
we {trow our ſtreets with Palms and Lawrels, 
if Jeſhurun fball wax fat upon it, and kick 
againft God. If, when we are freed from 
Foreign Enenues, we become Enemies to 
one another at home ; If we ſtill carry on 
the war of our members ; If it makes us 
Proud and Preſumptuous, Wanton and 
Petulant, Factious and Ungratctul ; If we 

WW prove 
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prove to be of ſuch Tempers'thar it was. 


only the wolfs being at the door, or - Hanni-" 
bal at the gates, that kept us at Peace ' a- 
mong our ſelves. + | 

Rather ct. us' not be folicitous: about 
marters that are too high for ns, but ler 
us conſider and know, mm this our day, the 
things that make for our everlaſting Peace, 
before they arc hid from our Eyes. 

This 1s our Day, a Day configned to: 
us by Providence, for the Humbling of 
our elves ; if peradventure the Lord may 
be intreated for us ; but if we will not 
humble our ſelves in this or day, know 


Eab?.12-1ffuredly, That the day of the Lord of. Hofts 


ſhalt be upon every one that is proad and: 
hofty, and upon every one that is lifted up-. 
and he ſhall be brought low. , 
+ Peradyenture, I fay, the Lord-may yet be 
nereated for is People, the door of Mercy 
may continue open for a while; as it now 


2 «n32c.{tands For iPis of the Lord's Mercy that we 


are not conſumed, becauſe his compaſfions fail 
xot > If we betake + our ſelves: to Repen- 
tance and Amendiment of Eife, *tis' pofſi- 
ble that we may 'not be - ftricken any 


more,,. 


"Tar-ahr ond hejor 


ore, that when-our Enenues have put up 
their Swords, the deſtroying Angel may 
not draw his upon us. 
That whatever becomes of all our carth- 
iy Tabernacles, - which muſt moulder. a- 
way, for here we have no continuing Ct 
ty, but ſeek, for one that is to come; yet 
we our ſelves, our Immortal part, may be 
ſaved, ſo as by Fire, that- is, according to 
the eaſfieſt Expoſition, As a Brand ſnatch'd 
out of the Fire. - 
We have had Memento's enough not to 
put our Truſt and Confidence in any thing 
of this World : The World it (clt paſles 
away, together with the Luſts and Deſires 
thereof : We know that we our (clves ſhall 
be diſſolved, and what do we now bur 
garniſh our own. S&pulchres or Monu- 
ments, and truſt to the Mercy or Pru- 
dence of Poſterity for the upholding *enn 
But this we know likewiſe, That this 
whole City-it felf muſt undergo another 
Conflagration, When the heavens themſelves 
ſhalt be diſſolved, and melt away with burning 
heat : And nothing then will remain of any 
thing we now call our own, but eny 
pr, "20a But 
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Bur who knows how much ſooner this 
vaſt and ſplendid City may come 'to be 
utterly loſt in a National Ruin, ſo- as to 
kave no more footſteps of -its Grandeur, 
than the 01d Babylon, Troy, or Carthage, 
have remaining at this day z. which. the 
Builders nevertheleſs thought would cn- 
dure as long as the Sun and Moon. No, 
VVe muſt not Build our Glory and Hap- 
pincſs upon Lime and Brick, and Wood 
and Stone, but upon other ſort of Foun- 
dations 5 theſe will. all erumble away , 
whereas Picty, Juſtice, Temperance, Cha-- 
rity will cndure. 

Ic was the Dying Oftentation: of Az- 
guſtus Caſar, That he found' the Ro- 


* man City of- Brick, and left it of Marble ; 


much better had he found it in Aſhes, and 
fo have left x; and much better. had-we 
fo left ours, if we outvie all the  Citics- 
in the Workd for Iiquity as we do for 
Magnificence : Much better that we our 
ſclves ſtould be faved with the loſs of ' alÞ 
we have in this World, than that we ſhould: 
be in -danger of the Fire that will be 
neyer: quenched. | 

We 
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We have endured, - and we hayc rece- 
ver'd out of oneof the greateſt this World: 
ever ſaw z But who among US can'dwell withigah 33. 
the Devouring Fire! Who among us can dwell-4- 
with Everlaſting Burnings !- ol 

O that this Judgment: had refined our'i 
Lives as well as our Strects ! © that ithad* 
becn like Elijab's fiery Chariot, to have 
mounted our Thoughts up to Heaven !. O- 
that it night ſtill have that effect upon us ! 
And as the Mercics of God have given us 
Beauty for Aſhes, we might Worſhip the- 
Lord in the Beauty of Holineſs ! Then in-q 
ſtead of watching over us to pluck up, _—_— 
to break, down, and to deſtroy and to afflift, 
be might watch over us to build and to plant. 

Then fbould we be calEd, The City of ifaiahi«29, 
Righteouſneſs; the faithful City ; then ſbould 
we be made an eternal Excellency, a joy. of 
many Generations. 

Then ſhould 'we be a name of Joy, of Ptaiſe,Jer. 11. 92. 
and an honour before all the nations of the 
Earth, which ſhall hear all the good: that-God- 
ceth unto us. 

If we could Repent of our Evil Doings. 
and Amend our Lives,. if we could. have. 

| Peace: 


— 
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Peace and Reconciliation with God, and 

live in Peace and Unity among our ſclyes, 

then would our Jeruſe/em be Rebuilded, as 
'@ City that is compaBt together, Whither 
Dlu. 112, *e Tribes go up, the Tribes of the Lord, un- 
3.4 #0 the teſtimony of Iſracl, to give thanks un- 

to the Name of the Lord. 
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